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TRAVERSE FESTIVAL 2026 EXPANDS PROGRAMME WITH NEW PRODUCTION 

AND ARTIST EVENTS 

 

The Traverse Theatre today announces a further expansion of the TravFest26 programme, adding an 

award-winning new play along with a series artist events that deepen the festival's celebration of 

new writing. 

Running from Fri 31 Jul – Sun 30 Aug, TravFest26 brings together established and emerging voices 

from Scotland and beyond, reflecting the Traverse's role as Scotland's national new writing company 

and its commitment to supporting artists and audiences at every stage of the creative journey. 

Joining the festival programme is Water Colour by St Andrews Playwriting Award winner Milly 

Sweeney, presented by Byre Theatre in association with Pitlochry Festival Theatre and Traverse 

Theatre. Developed through the St Andrews Playwriting Award in collaboration with the University 

of St Andrews MLitt in Playwriting and Screenwriting, the play follows two strangers whose lives 

intersect during a moment of crisis on Glasgow's Clyde.  A powerfully tender and surprising new 

play, Water Colour explores loneliness, connection and the profound impact of being seen just when 

we need it most.Alongside this new addition, TravFest26 will present a programme of readings and 

artist events that offer audiences an opportunity to encounter new work in development and 

engage directly with writers and creative processes. 

The programme includes a rehearsed reading of Foil by Traverse and IASH Creative Fellow Jack 

MacGregor, directed by Gareth Nicholls. Foil is an anti-biographical sports drama inspired by the 

true story of two rival Olympic fencers and how for they’d go in the pursuit of excellence.  

TravFest26 will also host Climate Storytelling for Theatre, a panel discussion exploring how theatre 

can respond to the defining challenge of our time. Led by Guy Jones (Shakespeare's Globe) and 

Amber Massie-Blomfield (Fern Culture), co-founders of the Climate Playwriting Prize, alongside 

guest artists, the event will examine how climate stories can become compelling drama, from finding 

the human stakes within global issues to creating characters, conflict and theatrical worlds that 

resonate with audiences. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/k0rg0hysgs014dxi68fac/AJmgBM7dcOuta28xZZxtfT4?rlkey=72x7uwm9m535xlfezr1kbb43x&st=1h37n302&dl=0


Together, these additions further strengthen a festival programme that spans world premieres, 

international collaborations, artist development and creative exchange, creating opportunities for 

audiences to engage with new writing at every stage of its journey. 

TravFest26 runs from Fri 31 Jul – Sun 30 Aug at the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh. 

Programme and booking information at traverse.co.uk  
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LISTINGS 

WATER COLOUR 

by Milly Sweeney 

Byre Theatre in association with Pitlochry Festival Theatre and Traverse Theatre Company 

Thu 6 – Sun 30 Aug  

 

A multi award-winning new play about a chance encounter that changes two lives forever. 

 

Esme is standing on a bridge when she meets Harris, a young chef whose own life is shifting beneath 

his feet. They may never see each other again, but in that moment their lives begin to change 

direction. 

 

Award-winning writer Milly Sweeney's Water Colour is a beautifully observed new play about 

loneliness, unexpected connection and the profound impact of being seen when we need it most. 

 

Set along the rivers of the Clyde, this tender and powerful drama asks what happens when we 

choose to reach out - and how even the briefest meeting can become a turning point. 

 

Winner of the St Andrews Playwriting Award 2024 and the Stage Debut Award for Best Writer 2025, 

Water Colour comes to the Traverse following widespread critical acclaim.  

 
 
FOIL - A NEW PLAY BY JACK MACGREGOR 
Traverse Theatre 

Mon 24 Aug, 4pm 

A reading of a new play by Jack MacGregor. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/k0rg0hysgs014dxi68fac/AJmgBM7dcOuta28xZZxtfT4?rlkey=72x7uwm9m535xlfezr1kbb43x&st=1h37n302&dl=0
mailto:press@traverse.co.uk
mailto:Susie.gray@premiercomms.com
mailto:Jennifer.caira@premiercomms.com


Having worked with the Traverse and The Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities (IASH) at 

the University of Edinburgh since the beginning of 2026, Jack's new play about two fencers who 

come from very different worlds explores truth, obsession, and what it means to be superhuman. 

This rehearsed reading, directed by the Traverse’s Artistic Director Gareth Nicholls (So Young, The 

Grand Old Opera House Hotel, Ulster American), and written during Jack's IASH/Traverse Playwriting 

Fellowship, marks your first chance to experience this new work as it progresses in its development. 

 

CLIMATE STORYTELLING FOR THEATRE 

Tue 25 Aug, 10:30am 

What makes an impactful climate play? What environmental stories are missing on stage? And how 

can we create a groundswell of great climate theatre? 

Join Guy Jones (Shakespeare’s Globe) and Amber Massie-Blomfield (Fern Culture) - co-founders 

(with Climate Spring) of the Climate Playwriting Prize - to think creatively and critically about how 

theatre can respond to the defining challenge of our time. With special guest artists, they’ll discuss 

how climate stories can become compelling drama: from finding the human stakes inside global 

issues to building characters, conflict, and theatrical worlds. 

Relevant to anyone interested in storytelling, the climate crisis, and how the two might connect, this 

is an opportunity to think together about how theatre can respond to the defining issue of our time. 

 

 
ABOUT TRAVERSE THEATRE 
  
As Scotland’s National New Writing Company, the Traverse Theatre discovers, develops and 
produces bold new work. From its home in Edinburgh, the Traverse supports artists to tell urgent 
contemporary stories and connects audiences with theatre that reflects the world we live in now.  
  
For more than sixty years the Traverse has been a home for creative risk and a place where new 
voices are given space to grow. Many of the plays that begin life on its stages go on to national and 
international touring, further productions and translations, helping to shape the future of theatre in 
Scotland and beyond.  
  
Through year-round artistic activity, artist development and the internationally recognised Traverse 
Festival, the organisation brings writers, theatre-makers and audiences together to share ideas, 
explore different perspectives and encounter live theatre that is immediate, challenging and alive to 
the present.  
                                                                                                                                                                     

As the organisation continues to evolve, the Traverse is focused on strengthening its role as 
Scotland’s national centre for new writing: supporting artists, widening access to theatre 
and ensuring that new stories continue to be discovered, developed and shared with 
audiences at home and around the world.  
traverse.co.uk 
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The Traverse is funded by Creative Scotland and The City of Edinburgh Council.  

Traverse Theatre (Scotland) is a Limited Company (Registered Number SC076037) and a Scottish Charity (Registered 
Number SC002368) with its Registered Office at 10 Cambridge Street, Edinburgh, Scotland, EH1 2ED. 


