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SCOTLAND’S NEW WRITING THEATRE – EXHILARATING, CHALLENGING, EXPERIMENTAL 

From the outside it’s tricky to see the Traverse at the moment. 
The metal fences, the bulldozers and the cranes that have 
accompanied the re-furbishment of the Usher Hall have nearly 
obliterated us from view. But I am delighted that, once inside, 
you will find a theatre presenting work that is as exhilarating, 
challenging and experimental as it has ever been during the 
theatre’s 47 year history.

Inside your brochure you will find details of our new spring 
season. It is an explosive mix of new drama, comedy, music 
and dance, including work for young people and workshops for 
people of different ages who want to try their hand at writing 
plays. Manipulate, our Festival of Puppetry returns, as does the 
Bank of Scotland Imaginate Festival, the UK’s largest performing 
arts festival in Europe for children and young people. Brand new 
to the Traverse, but hopefully a yearly fixture, is a season of new 
works from Scottish Opera. You’ll see a couple of classics have 
sneaked their way into the programme too – Three Sisters and 
The Government Inspector. Two great plays that continue to 
speak to us about the world we live in today.

There are three of our own shows this season. I am delighted to 
be directing the Scottish premiere of The Goat, or Who is Sylvia? 

Welcome to  
the Traverse’s
Spring Season

by Edward Albee, a very funny and shocking play about the 
taboos we impose on society. This is followed by a wonderful 
new Traverse commission by Linda McLean called Any Given Day 
(see page 4). We have introduced new Traverse Loyalty Tickets to 
allow you to see both of these plays for £16 (£10 Concessions). 
We hope you’ll take advantage of this offer to enjoy the range of 
Traverse Theatre Company productions. This also includes, earlier 
in the season, the continuation of our strand of experimental new 
work – Traverse Too – with What We Know, by Pamela Carter. 

Our season of lunchtime plays last year was such a success that 
we have decided to do it again. Five new plays by major Scottish 
writers will premiere at Óran Mòr in Glasgow before coming to 
the Traverse. As usual, a pie and a pint are included in the price 
of your ticket.

You can be guaranteed a really warm welcome at the Traverse 
this spring. And as we head towards summer I know you’ll enjoy 
our newly-landscaped cultural quarter, courtesy of the City of 
Edinburgh Council, reflecting the quality and excitement of the 
performances happening within it.

Photo credit: Robbie Jack

See you there!

Jessie the Goat, Courtesy of Gorgie City Farm (front cover & page 3) photo credit: Laurence Winram

Dominic Hill 
Artistic Director
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Directed by Dominic Hill

The sense that everything’s going right is a sure sense that 
everything’s going wrong.

Stevie and Martin are still blissfully happy after all these years. 
He’s turning fifty and celebrating his achievements as an 
architect, a husband and a father. She’s never been more content 
with their perfect life. But Martin has a secret that threatens to 
blow everything apart. 

A taboo-busting comedy, Edward Albee’s The Goat, or Who is 
Sylvia? was a massive hit on Broadway. It earned Albee the Tony 
Award for Best Play and a Pulitzer Prize nomination.

Edward Albee is one of the greatest living playwrights in the 
World. His plays include Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Zoo Story 
and Three Tall Women. The Traverse is delighted to be producing 
the Scottish premiere of this rarely performed masterpiece.

Contains adult themes.

Photo credit: Laurence Winram

PREVIEWs: Saturday 17, Tuesday 20 April (7.30pm), Sunday 18 April (6pm)
Dates & Times: Wednesday 21 April – Saturday 8 May (7.30pm), Sunday 25 April & 2 May (6pm) (not Mondays). Matinees Wednesday 28 April, 
Wednesday 5 & Saturday 8 May (2.30pm). 
Tickets: Previews £8 (£5 Concessions), Tuesday - Thursday, Sundays & Matinees £13 (£8 Concessions/£5 Unemployed), Friday & Saturday £16 
(£12 Concessions).
	 HOT TICKETS: Limited number of discounted tickets, £8 (£5 Concessions) on Wednesday 21 April when bought before Wednesday 14 April.
	 NEW! TRAVERSE LOYALTY TICKETS: Two shows for £16 (£10 Concessions). Buy your tickets for The Goat, or Who is Sylvia? and Any Given Day 
	 (see page 4) before Saturday 10 April. (Limited number of discounted tickets available for performances Sunday – Thursday. Excludes Friday 
	 & Saturday evenings and matinees.)
AFTER SHOW DISCUSSION: Thursday 22 April
AUDIO-DESCRIBED PERFORMANCE: Tuesday 27 April (7.30pm)
SIGN-LANGUAGE INTERPRETED PERFORMANCE: Tuesday 27 April (7.30pm)

Traverse Theatre Company 

Edward Albee’s 
The Goat, or Who is Sylvia?
21 April – 8 May
Previews 17 – 20 April

SPRING SEASON 2010
TRAVERSE ONE SCOTTISH PREMIERE

“Unquestionably one of the wittiest and 
funniest plays Albee has ever written...
truly fascinating... enthralling.” 
New York Post
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Presented by arrangement with Josef Weinberger Plays Limited
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Photo credit: Laurence Winram

PREVIEWs: Saturday 29 (8pm)  Sunday 30 May (6pm)
Dates & Times: Tuesday 1 – Saturday 19 June (8pm) (not Mondays) Matinees Saturday 12 & Thursday 17 June (2.30pm) Sunday 6 & 13 June (6pm)
Tickets: Previews £8 (£5 Concessions), Tuesday – Thursday, Sundays & Matinees £13 (£8 Concessions/£5 Unemployed), Friday & Saturday £16 (£12 Conc).
	 HOT TICKETS: Limited number of discounted tickets, £8 (£5 Concessions), on Tuesday 1 June, when bought before Tuesday 25 May.
	 NEW! TRAVERSE LOYALTY TICKETS: Two shows for £16 (£10 Concessions). Buy your tickets for The Goat, or Who is Sylvia? and Any Given Day before 	
	 Saturday 10 April. (Limited number of discounted tickets available for performances Sunday – Thursday. Excludes Friday & Saturday evenings 
	 and matinees.)
AFTER SHOW DISCUSSION: Wednesday 2 June
AUDIO-DESCRIBED PERFORMANCE: Wednesday 9 June 8pm
SIGN-LANGUAGE INTERPRETED PERFORMANCE: Wednesday 9 June 8pm

Directed by Dominic Hill

Nothing we do on this day is wrong. 
Whatever we chose. 
No blame. 
No judgement. 
It’s just what we do.

This is a big day for Sadie and Bill; their favourite person is 
coming to visit. They’ve gone to great lengths to prepare for 
the occasion and have everything they need: cheese, ham, tea, 
milk, butter and Garibaldi biscuits. Everything is going just 
as planned, until they realise they’ve forgotten the bread. No 
sandwiches without bread. No bread without going outside.  
Oh oh.

It’s an even bigger day for Jackie; and not one she’d anticipated. 
This one turned up right out of the blue. And was delivered by 
the most unlikely of people, her boss Dave. He thinks she should 
make the most of it. She doesn’t know if she can any more; too 
many people depend on her.

Any Given Day is a searing, poetic and hard-hitting new play from 
one of Scotland’s leading playwrights. It explores our fear of the 
unknown and our guilt and responsibility towards ourselves and 
others.

Linda McLean’s plays for the Traverse include strangers, babies, 
Shimmer, Olga (from the original Finnish play by Laura Ruohonen) 
and One Good Beating. Other theatre includes Happy Yet?, Word 
for Word, The Last Mission, Riddance, The Price of a Good Dinner 
and Like Water for Chocolate. 

Traverse Theatre Company

Any Given Day 
by Linda McLean 1 – 19 June
Previews 29 & 30 May

SPRING SEASON 2010

TRAVERSE TWO WORLD PREMIERE

“McLean has quietly established 
herself as one of Scotland’s top 
women playwrights”
The Scotsman
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Kate Dickie who plays Lucy in What We Know. Photo Credit Laurence Winram
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SPRING SEASON 2010

TRAVERSE TWO WORLD PREMIERE

EK PERFORMANCE AND TRAVERSE THEATRE COMPANY

What We Know 
by Pamela Carter 19 - 27 Feb
Previews 17 & 18 February

PREVIEWs: Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 February (8pm)
Dates & Times: Friday 19 – Saturday 27 February (8pm) (not Mondays) Matinees Wed 24 Feb & Sat 27 Feb (2.30pm)
Tickets: Previews £5, Sunday – Thursday & Saturday matinee £8 (Unemployed £5), Friday & Saturday evening £12 (Unemployed £8)
AUDIO-DESCRIBED PERFORMANCE: Tuesday 23 February (8pm)
SIGN-LANGUAGE INTERPRETED PERFORMANCE: Tuesday 23 February (8pm) 
AFTER SHOW DISCUSSION: Wednesday 24 February, following 8pm performance

“McLean has quietly established 
herself as one of Scotland’s top 
women playwrights”
The Scotsman

Written and Directed by Pamela Carter 
Co-designed by Pamela Carter and Nick Millar 
Lighting by Nigel Edwards 
Sound Design by Fi Johnston 

You’re a grown-up. You are the master of your own destiny. There’s 
no-one telling you to eat your peas. No-one telling you to wash 
behind your ears.

Lucy has lost something very important.

He was there one moment, then gone the next, leaving her with a 
pile of half-cooked food and a collection of invited (and uninvited) 
guests. 

As Lucy acclimatises to her new situation, the audience is 
absorbed, along with her and her visitors, into an intimate and 
sensory experience.

What We Know is a funny, painful, absurd, bewildering and deeply 
moving new play presented in a unique and innovative style.

Pamela Carter’s EK Performance produces new work for theatre. 
Pamela wrote An Argument About Sex, last season’s co-production 
between untitled projects, Traverse Theatre Company and 
Tramway.

What We Know is supported by Scottish Arts Council project funds, 
The McGlashan Charitable Trust and the Playwrights Studio Scotland.

What We Know is part of the Traverse Too programme. 
Traverse Too is a chance for you to experience new, experimental, off-the-wall work by both our newest and more established writers. The tickets 
are cheaper and in turn, we spend a little less on the productions. You can still be sure that the experience will be as exciting as you would expect 
from the Traverse.  David Greig and Gordon McIntyre’s Midsummer [a play with songs] was our first Traverse Too production in 2008. 
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