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BOX OFFICE OPENING TIMES 
Friday 30 July, 10am – 8pm
Saturday 31 July, 10am – 6pm
Sunday 1 August, closed
Monday 2 to Wednesday 4 August, 10am – 7pm

Thursday 5 to Sunday 15 August:
Monday, 10am – 6pm
Tuesday to Sunday, 9am – 9.45pm

Monday 16 to Sunday 29 August:
Monday, 10am – 6pm
Tuesday to Sunday, 8.30am – 9.45pm

WAYS TO SAVE 
Group Bookings one free ticket for every 10 tickets purchased 
for the same performance, regardless of concession (ie the 11th 
ticket is free).
 
Schools Groups £6 per ticket plus one teacher free per 10 
students

   Hot Tickets 
A limited number of Hot Tickets are available on selected 
performances. These tickets are hot! Once they’re gone, they’re 
gone. (see individual show pages for full information)

Concessions are available for students, under 18s, over 60s, 
members of entertainment unions, StagePass and Young Scot 
card holders. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an 
adult.The Registered Unemployed concession is available for 
anyone in receipt of Jobseekers Allowance or Disability Living 
Allowance. Remember to bring proof of your concession status 
when you pick up your tickets.

RESERVATIONS
Unpaid reservations can be held for five days or until 1 hour 
prior to performance (which ever is the shorter period).

LATECOMERS
Please ensure that you allow sufficient time for your journey 
to the Traverse. Due to the intimate nature of our theatre 
spaces and performances, it is unfortunately not usually 
possible to allow late entry. This is because of the disruption 
caused to the audience and the performers. 

TRAVERSE BAR CAFE
Serves delicious food until 10pm, drinks till late and hosts very 
special events. (See page 27 for full details.) 
Reservations 0131 228 5383.

SOLD OUT PERFORMANCES
For performances that sell out in advance, a waiting list for 
returns will be started one hour prior to the start time. This 
service is only available to personal callers at the Traverse 
and is limited to two tickets per person.

EXCHANGES
Tickets booked through the Traverse Box Office can be 
exchanged (availability permitting) for an alternative 
performance, or for credit, up to 24 hours prior to the start of 
the original performance booked. Exchanges are subject to an 
administrative fee of £1 per ticket up to a maximum of £5 per 
transaction plus the difference in ticket price (if applicable). 
Any resulting refund will be held as credit for use against any 
future purchase through the Traverse Box Office.
 

www.traverse.co.uk 0131 228 1404

Buying tickets 
& ways to save

Traverse Theatre 
(Venue 15) 
10 Cambridge Street
Edinburgh 
EH1 2ED
 

Scottish Book Trust 
(Venue 346)
Sandeman House
Edinburgh 
EH1 2SR
 

Scotland Yard 
(Venue 80)
Scotland Yard Playground
George V Park
Edinburgh  
EH3 5DX

St. Stephen’s Church 
(Venue 101)
(Bottom of 
St. Vincent Street)
Edinburgh 
EH3 5AB

Traverse Theatre Festival 2010 Venues
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SCOTLAND’S NEW WRITING THEATRE – see the familiar in unfamiliar ways

I’m really excited by and proud of our 2010 Festival 
programme. Long-time collaborators join newer companies 
in what is undoubtedly one of the biggest, most entertaining 
and most challenging seasons in our 47 years.  Eighteen 
productions – 7 world premieres, 5 UK premieres and 4 
Scottish premieres. Serious drama, comedy, music and dance 
appear alongside shows that refuse to be categorised. This 
all proves that the Traverse Festival continues to offer 
something new for everyone by presenting the familiar 
in unfamiliar ways.

You’ll find all the details of our groundbreaking programme 
inside this brochure but I just want to draw your attention 
to the two Traverse Theatre Company productions. Sam 
Holcroft’s While You Lie headlines a programme of major 
new work. Sam developed her extraordinary talent in the 
Traverse’s Young Writers’ Group and more recently as our 
Pearson Playwright in residence. Her shocking new play will 
be one of the most talked-about shows at the festival.

Over the last few years, we have been successfully serving 
up plays with our breakfast! This year we team up with 
Hibrow Productions to present a programme of staged 
readings of specially commissioned work by major writers 
from the UK and Ireland. These readings will be filmed live 
for later presentation on the internet, as well as for Traverse 
Live! - a special one-off live performance with simultaneous 

Welcome to the 
Traverse Theatre
Festival 2010

transmission to cinemas throughout the country (see page 5 
for details).

We’re celebrating the city of Edinburgh in all its glory this 
year with two outdoor shows and three venues outwith the 
Traverse building.  I am equally delighted to welcome you 
to Edinburgh’s newly thriving cultural quarter.  This has 
recently emerged from a major refurbishment primarily of 
our neighbouring Usher Hall but also landscaping of the area 
around us.  If you are a regular visitor, or a first time visitor, 
thank you for your support in making our work such success 
both during the Festival and throughout the year.

By popular demand, you’ll also notice that we are re-launching 
the much lamented Traverse Theatre Club (see page 28)!  If 
you would like more information on the benefits of becoming 
a member and how to join, just contact my colleague Fiona – 
Fiona.sturgeonshea@traverse.co.uk.

We hope we have everything here at the Traverse from nine in 
the morning until late night to make your Festival experience 
unmissable and unforgettable. 
 
See you there!

Dominic Hill 
Artistic Director

Photo credit: Robbie Jack
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Be part of the Traverse Festival 24 
hours a day. Join us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

“A finely balanced combination of the new, the 
established, the foreign and the home-grown. 
The Traverse is, in other words, the national theatre 
of the Fringe, a venue that is as much its crowning 
glory as its raison d’être, its vibrant cutting edge 
as well as its establishment.” 
Mark Fisher, The Guardian
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Claire Lams who plays Ana 
Photo credit: Laurence Winram

PREVIEWs: Friday 30 July (2.30pm, 8.00pm), Thursday 5 August (3.45pm). PREVIEW ticket price: £11 (£6 concessions)
Dates & Times: Friday 6 – Sunday 29 August. 
WEEK 0. Friday 6 Aug (6.45pm), Saturday 7 Aug (9.15pm), Sunday 8 Aug (10.15am). WEEK 1. Tuesday 10 Aug (1.00pm), Wednesday 11 Aug (3.45pm), 
Thursday 12 Aug (6.45pm), Friday 13 Aug (9.30pm), Saturday 14 Aug (10.15am), Sunday 15 Aug (1.00pm). WEEK 2. Tuesday 17 Aug (3.45pm), Wednesday 18 
Aug (6.45pm), Thursday 19 Aug (9.30pm), Friday 20 Aug (10.15am), Saturday 21 Aug (1.00pm), Sunday 22 Aug (4.00pm). WEEK 3. Tuesday 24 Aug (6.45pm), 
Wednesday 25 Aug (9.45pm), Thursday 26 Aug (10.15am), Friday 27 Aug (1.00pm), Saturday 28 Aug (3.45pm), Sunday 29 Aug (6.45pm).
Tickets: Sunday – Thursday £15 (£11 concessions / £6 unemployed), Friday – Saturday £17 (£12 concessions)

 HOT TICKETS: £11 (£6 concessions) on Friday 6 August if bought before Friday 23 July (subject to availability)
AUDIO-DESCRIBED PERFORMANCE: Wednesday 18 August (6.45pm)
SIGN-LANGUAGE INTERPRETED PERFORMANCE: Wednesday 18 August (6.45pm) 
AGE RECOMMENDATION: 16+

Director Zinnie Harris 
Designer Alex Lowde 
Lighting Designer Lizzie Powell 
Cast Pauline Knowles, Claire Lams, Steven McNicoll, 
Andrew Scott Ramsay, Leo Wringer

Small lies, little lies, tender lies, well-intentioned untruths.

Ana calls Edward’s bluff on their disintegrating relationship 
and enters a deadly truthful world where honesty is celebrated 
in all of its dangerous glory. 

They don’t make women like Helen anymore: loving mother, 
home-maker, wife. But beneath the civilised veneer of her life, 
a dark truth threatens to surface.

Two couples explore the threat of honesty and our perverse 
need for it in this blistering play from one of UK theatre’s most 
exciting new voices, Sam Holcroft. Her first play, Cockroach, 
was an instant sensation when it premiered as part of the 
National Theatre of Scotland (NTS) and Traverse Theatre 
Debuts season. 

Zinnie Harris is a playwright and theatre director. Her stage 
plays include Fall for the Traverse Theatre Company (Traverse 
Festival 2008) and the award-winning Further Than the 
Furthest Thing (Tron/National Theatre). As a director she has 
worked for the NTS, Tron Theatre and the RSC. Most recently 
she has been writing for screen including Spooks (BBC1).

Contains scenes of an adult nature.

Traverse Theatre Company 

While You Lie 
by Sam Holcroft 6 – 29 Aug
Previews 30 July and 5 Aug 

TRAVERSE TWO. World Premiere. Scotland. 1 hr, 30 mins. “A playwright with a 
fearsome theatrical 
imagination.” The List

“A playwright brave 
enough to do battle 
with the big ideas.” 
The Guardian

www.traverse.co.uk 
www.madeinscotland2010.com

Part of the Made in Scotland Programme funded by the Scottish Government’s 
Edinburgh Festivals Expo Fund.
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Dates & Times: Wednesday 18 – Sunday 29 August. 
WEEK 2. Wednesday 18 Aug (9.00am), Thursday 19 Aug (9.00am), Friday 20 Aug (9.00am), Saturday 21 Aug (9.00am), Sunday 22 Aug (9.00am). 
WEEK 3. Wednesday 25 Aug (9.00am), Thursday 26 Aug (9.00am), Friday 27 Aug (9.00am), Saturday 28 Aug (9.00am), Sunday 29 Aug (9.00am).
Tickets: £12 (includes coffee and a breakfast roll) 

traverse live! 
Date & Time: Monday 23 August 5.00pm (3hr). Tickets: £12

5

Breakfast theatre returns to the Traverse after 2009’s Fringe 
First award-winning programme The World Is Too Much. 
Immerse yourself in the action this year as an exciting fusion 
of film and theatre explodes onto the stage. 

Leading playwrights including Marina Carr, David Eldridge, 
Linda McLean, Simon Stephens and Enda Walsh let their 
imaginations run riot in specially commissioned plays, 
performed as staged readings, first thing in the morning. 
Breakfast included in the ticket price. 

High Definition cameras will record performances for 
simulcast and webcast by Hibrow Productions for the world’s 
first comprehensive online platform for the performing and 
visual arts. 
 
“This is exactly what good playwriting should look like.” 
Itsonitsgone on The World is Too Much 
 
Traverse Live! 23 Aug 
Following the pioneering NT Live and The Met: Live, Hibrow 
Productions are beaming the Traverse to the world in High 
Definition!

Be part of a one-off live performance of all of the Impossible 
Things Before Breakfast plays. Simultaneously broadcast to 
film theatres across the UK, including Edinburgh’s Cameo.

If you’re not at the Traverse, or even in Edinburgh, catch 
Traverse Live! at participating Picturehouse and other 
cinemas across the UK.

TRAVERSE THEATRE COMPANY & HIBROW PRODUCTIONS

Impossible Things 
Before Breakfast  
18 – 29 Aug

Traverse 
Live! 
23 Aug

TRAVERSE TWO. World Premiere. Scotland. 30 mins

www.traverse.co.uk
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Photo Credit: Gary Birnie

PREVIEWS: Monday 2 August (7.00pm), Saturday 7 August (3.00pm). 
PREVIEW TICKET PRICE: £12 (£6 concessions). 
Dates & Times: Sunday 8 – Sunday 29 August. 
Week 0. Sunday 8 Aug (9.30pm). Week 1. Tuesday 10 Aug (12.45pm), Wednesday 11 Aug (4.15pm), Thursday 12 Aug (6.30pm), Friday 13 Aug (9.45pm), Saturday 
14 Aug (12.45pm), Sunday 15 Aug (4.15pm). Week 2. Tuesday 17 Aug (6.30pm), Wednesday 18 Aug (9.30pm), Thursday 19 Aug (12.45pm), Friday 20 Aug 
(4.15pm), Saturday 21 Aug (6.30pm), Sunday 22 Aug (9.45pm). Week 3. Tuesday 24 Aug (12.45pm), Wednesday 25 Aug (4.00pm), Thursday 26 Aug (6.30pm), 
Friday 27 Aug (9.15pm), Saturday 28 Aug (12.45pm), Sunday 29 Aug (3.45pm). 
Tickets: Sunday – Thursday £17 (£12 concessions / £6 unemployed), 
Friday – Saturday £19 (£13 concessions) 

 HOT Tickets: £12 (£6 concessions) on Sunday 8 August if bought before Sunday 25 July (subject to availability) 
AGE RECOMMENDATION: 12+

Director Jamie Harrison and Candice Edmunds 
Composer Michael John McCarthy

“I don’t want to achieve immortality through my work. 
I want to achieve it through not dying.” Woody Allen

A frozen body found in a woodshed wreaks havoc in the 
local community, forcing them to confront questions of 
science, faith and immortality. Inspired by an incredible 
true story, Fringe First award-winners Vox Motus present a 
pitch dark comedy featuring a host of eccentric characters, 
original live music and stunning design. 

“A technical and emotional triumph.” 
The Stage on Bright Black

Funded by Glasgow City Council and part of the Made in Scotland programme 
funded by the Scottish Government’s Edinburgh Festivals Expo Fund.

www.voxmotus.co.uk 
www.madeinscotland2010.com

Vox Motus & Arts and Theatres Trust Fife supported by Platform

The Not-So-Fatal Death
of Grandpa Fredo 
by Jamie Harrison and Candice Edmunds 
8 - 29 Aug
Previews 2 and 7 Aug

TRAVERSE ONE. World Premiere. Scotland. 1 hr, 20 mins  

“Faultless, fast-paced, 
brilliant sense of style... 
a cutting-edge comic-
strip show for theatre.”
The Scotsman on Slick
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Photo credit: Julian Rickert

PREVIEWS: Tuesday 3 August (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm), Wednesday 4 August (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm), Thursday 5 August (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm), 
Friday 6 August (10.30pm, 1.00pm, 3.30pm). 
PREVIEW TICKET PRICE: £12 (£6 concessions). 
Dates & Times: Saturday 7 – Sunday 29 August. WEEK 0. Saturday 7 – Sunday 8 Aug (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm). WEEK 1. Tuesday 10 – Sunday 15 Aug 
(10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm). WEEK 2. Tuesday 17 – Sunday 22 Aug (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm). Week 3. Tuesday 24 – Sunday 29 Aug (10.30am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm) 
Tickets: Sunday – Thursday £17 (£12 concessions/ £6 unemployed), Friday – Saturday £19 (£13 concessions) 

 HOT Tickets: £12 (£6 concessions) on Saturday 7 August if bought before Saturday 24 July (subject to availability) 
AGE RECOMMENDATION: 16+

Concept Julian Rickert  
Created by one step at a time like this

If I told you I loved this city;  
love the way it opens it ways and lanes to me,  
love the way it takes and absorbs me without making a fuss;  
love the way it winds my walking to its contours,  
gives resistance to my dreaming -  
would you be jealous?

A love song to your city. With an ipod and mobile phone, 
discover the choreography of Edinburgh as streetscapes 
become the set and passers-by performers. Winner of the 
2010 Adelaide Fringe Award for best production and two of 
Melbourne’s Green Room Awards, en route combines a crafted 
narrative and pulsating soundtrack, created for the city it 
inhabits. It’s a unique theatrical experience which transforms 
you into a traveller, voyeur and witness to the city’s secrets 
and found experiences. Be touched by your city as if for the 
first time.

Meet at the Traverse Theare Box Office. This is an outdoor 
performance. Audiences are advised to dress for walking 
and weather.

www.onestepatatimelikethis.com

One step at a time like this and Richard Jordan Productions ltd

en route 
by Suzanne Kersten, Clair Korobacz 
Paul Moir, Julian Rickert 
7 – 29 Aug
Previews 3 – 6 Aug

Traverse IN THE CITY. UK Premiere. Australia. 1hr, 30 mins 7

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through the 
Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body.
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